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I understood to a certain extent even then that my independent
thought and my independent course would at no time and at no
place be publicly acceptable to any ''majority."
It was easy enough to write and speak about the communist-
democratic norm that persons adhering to the minority should
accept the decisions of the majority and, with loyalty to the party,
even carry out tasks that they personally disapproved of. In practice,
however, it was not so easy. As far as I was concerned, it was totally
impossible. Such a course appeared to me to be treason to one's own
soul. I did not have the cleverness to describe something as right
when my mind was convinced that it was wrong, nor characterize
another thing as wrong when I fully believed that it was right. I
believed that the proper conduct for those in the minority who felt
that way was to be open about it [within the party] and to become
inactive.
A politician who becomes inactive is a politician who is "finished."
But he who is a Communist is not a mere politician. He is not
simply a person who examines issues from the economic (and
class) point of view. He is a scientist in the social arena as well.
Some friends told me that gifted individuals could engage them-
selves wholly in fields like art and literature that offered scope for
unfettered freedom. Even while standing aside from day-to-day
politics, they could continue to be Communists and serve the cause.
However, the immediate issue before us was what we could
do to counter the manner in which the provincial committee
conducted itself towards us. Our entire unit had become dormant.
We received the salary due to full time workers. We ate in the
commune. The rest of the time we sat around and exchanged
commentaries on the provincial leaders. We sadly traded stories
of how mistakes comparable to those of our provincial committee
had, at various times and in various countries, resulted in the
disintegration of communist parties. From historical works
concerning the international communist movement, we knew that
there had been cases where those who had climbed to the seats of
authority had committed mistakes and wreaked vengeance on
true comrades. Such men had subsequently become enemies of the
revolution and traitors. Some of us felt that our provincial leadership
was travelling in the same direction and we sat around working up
our disgust and hostility towards the leadership.
Towards the seasoned comrades in our unit the provincial